
	

	

President’s Quips 
March 11, 2020 

 

There are a number of items on my list that need to be shared with the 
community. 

A disturbing question was posed at a recent meeting of our Infrastructure team 
while we were reviewing the plans for the new entrance. The question was asked 
as to whether we should be bothering with the review if we were not going to be 
a gated community. The question caught me and some of my colleagues off 
guard. He explained that there were rumors and comments about whether we 
would retain our gated community status. The simple answer is ABSOLUTELY 
we will. How can I say that with certainty? Here is how…. 

As you already know, Torchlight made a proposal to build 325 units on the 
Meadows course and we immediately rebuffed that proposal. A week ago I 
received a call from a New Jersey real estate executive representing Torchlight, 
almost demanding that I set up town-hall meetings with residents of Bay Point so 
that he could show how beneficial his proposal would be to the community. He 
suggested that the loss of security, the loss of the golf course, the addition of 325 
homes and apartments, the added congestion, the change of the entire 
environment which has distinguished Bay Point from any other community, was 
good for Bay Point. I told him very clearly NO. 

As I mentioned in previous notes and at our annual meeting, we have formed a 
strategy team. The intent is to have a group of experienced and knowledgeable 
people help formulate the plans which will see the full return of Bay Point to its 
premier status. That team consists of Griff Griffiths (Bay County Commission), 
Bill Spann, John Townsend (attorney), John Warren, Alan Dubroff, Carl Selph, 
Denise Hindes, Michael Williams, Ken Gummels, Dan Matthews and myself. We 
met and have already initiated actions toward providing a vision of what we want 
Bay Point to look like in the near future. It does not include 325 more residences, 
it does provide for two18 hole golf courses, a gated community, a marina, a 
developed BayTown, a yacht club, perhaps a new community center, and more. 
That’s what we are planning. So do we need a new entrance? Is there a 
purpose? YES! 

At the most recent meeting, the board took the action to hire DRMP as the 
community project management leader. Jack Kennedy has served as our project 
leader for infrastructure activities for over 5 years and has been very diligent in 
meeting the communities’ many needs. The scale of projects and requirements 
for our future now require more and different resources. Therefore the need to 
add DRMP, a project management organization with a full complement of 



	

	

engineering and related skills, to our community team. Jack will be assisting the 
transition and looking forward to spending more time doing all of the other things 
(diving, state commodore), and other projects he has begun to manage.   

The new front gate project has been reviewed again for assurance of complete 
details. Additions and deletions have been suggested and a new plan is being 
put in place. This entrance to our gated community is of primary concern for its 
functionality for years to come and its aesthetics for both owners and visitors. 
The costs are an obvious concern as well. There is no question as to the need to 
replace the old building. However, we are very conscious as to what will replace 
it and at what price. Taking our time is ensuring the best return on this key 
investment. We will let the community know when we are ready to initiate the 
reconstruction of the entrance. 

Finally, we will celebrate Arbor Day in Bay Point on April 25 at Marina View Park. 
Trees, shrubs, flowers, native plants, and experts in many different areas will be 
available. Before you go buy all of your yard beautification needs, wait till you see 
what may be available at Arbor Day in Bay Point. 

In summary: 

Ø There is no let up in our fight to prevent any intrusive development in our 
community 

Ø We will continue to be a gated community with a new primary entrance, 
and the Legends gate to follow with its own rehabilitation 

Ø The strategy team has already started working on our behalf 
Ø DRMP will play an active role in our overall infrastructure commitments 
Ø Arbor Day April 25 in Marina View Park 

 

Bill Wanner, President 
Bay Point Community Association 

	


