
 

    
Bay Point Development Status 

 

A meeting with the key stakeholders of Bay Point as well as the County Commission chairman and staff was 
held here in Bay Point recently. 

Attending was a partner of Torchlight, owner of the Sheraton and golf course properties, a representative of St 
Joe Company, David Chapman of Royal American, and Sam Schwartz, co-owner of Bay Town properties. Also 
in attendance were representatives of Crescent and Kemper sports, the managing companies of the hotel and 
golf courses. Other attendees included owners, managers or representatives of the listed companies. 

Each of the stakeholder companies was asked to identify any existing plans for development within Bay Point. 
Torchlight stated that their plans are not complete. They also acknowledged that any proposed change of use 
to the Meadows would require the support of the community.  Torchlight has promised a resolution on 
maintenance of the course. We agreed to continue the dialogue on all options related to the future of the 
course. 

St Joe Company is within weeks of finalizing their design of the reconstruction of the marina. When those 
plans are complete, they have agreed to present them to BPCA.  

David Chapman continues to plan a condo development on what is now Marina View Park and adjacent 
parking lot. He has agreed to work with the BPCA as he finalizes his plans. Permitting has not yet started. Any 
construction is perhaps a year away. 

Mr. Schwartz commented on the Bay Town situation. The large central building containing the condos and 
some retail space is scheduled for demolition. The yacht club and post office buildings are scheduled for new 
roofs. Mr. Schwartz and his partner have listed the property for sale and are taking letters of intent to 
purchase. Other investors have indicated an interest as well. The Bay Town owners have expressed a 
willingness to entertain any serious offers. 

The dialogue around the table during the meeting was candid, spirited at times, and open for comments and 
questions. The message that full support of the Bay Point community was required before ANY development 
took place was made very clear and understood. We also agreed to keep the dialogue alive as this would not 
be the only time we met. We also made the point that a full plan for any and all development would have to 
be consolidated for BPCA approval, not just individual projects. 

This is a critical time in the life cycle of Bay Point. While we cannot control all of the activities of these 
independent business entities, we do have some control over what we will and will not allow. In addition, we 
have the full support of the Bay County commission. The various business entities know they will not succeed 
without community support.  

We will continue to keep the community apprised of discussions and plans as they occur. In the meantime, our 
approach must be one of civility. There may be a time when the community opposition is required, but let’s 
use that resource when necessary, in a concerted effort. Too much individual protest may be of more harm 
than of good, even though well intentioned. We know everyone has a stake in this process, and all efforts are 
to ensure the continued viability of Bay Point as a premier place to live. 

Bill Wanner, President 
Bay Point Community Association 


